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Love your fellow as yourself  – Rabbi Akiva said: This is the great general 

rule of  the Torah. Ben Azzai says: This is the book of  the generations of  

Adam (Genesis 5:1). This is the great general rule of  the                          

Torah. Yerushalmi Nedarim 9:4 

 

Rabbi Akiva was one of  the greatest rabbis of  all time but here he is     

surpassed by the lesser known Ben Azzai. The great command in Leviticus 19 to love our fellow as   

ourselves is a powerful lodestone to direct us in life. However, it is one that, apparently, allows some 

to define “fellow” too narrowly. Is someone from a different country my fellow? What about from a 

different religion? Gender? Race? 

 

The overwhelming majority of  people in this beautiful country turn to the words of  the Torah in 

their bibles and profess allegiance to this principle, yet fail to extend their love as widely as they 

should. Ben Azzai reminds us that there is only one definition of  fellow that is possible – all human 

beings. We are all born from the same source. Crafted from the same primordial dust. Imbued with 

the same spirit breathed into us by the same God. Jewish law has meticulously demanded that even in 

the most extreme cases, that of  carrying out capital punishment, we must love our fellow until the 

last moment. How much more so in our routine lives must we love each other no matter the stresses 

or perceived provocations? 

 

If  love cannot be achieved then we rely on the other great principle of  Judaism – Tzedek, justice.  

Justice, justice you will pursue. Why is the word repeated and why are we told to pursue it but not 

other commandments? Because justice is elusive. Because justice demands much activity and effort 

and will never emerge while we remain passive in the face of  injustice. As racial injustice continues to 

be perpetuated with too little effort to curb its institutional excesses, we must remember that we have 

been commanded to love all and provide justice for all. Leviticus calls to us: Do not stand idly by the 

blood of  your fellow: I am the LORD. You shall not hate your brother in your heart. Reprove 

your brother and incur no guilt because of  him. We have a choice, rebuke those who sin in their    

injustice and hate or sin by remaining in silence. 

 

L’Shalom 

Rabbi Joshua Neely  

From the Rabbi  
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From the President 

 

 

We have recently completed the cycle of Counting the Omer and observing at its      

conclusion the holiday of Shavuot, the celebration of the Giving of Torah. Our           

responsibility to share this gift, to teach it to our children, to discuss with friends and 

companions is a blessing. Counting out the 7 weeks of 7 days, 49 days total, reminds us 

that each day is only given once. But even though our celebration implies that the Torah 

was only given once, the gift of Torah continues through time as long as you and I     

accept the responsibility for our community, our Temple Israel. 
 

As we are breaking out of our COVID containment, and read in the news a frightening excessive display of riotous 

activity instigated by another senseless death, we look to our elected and appointed leaders for direction and must 

turn to our insightful members to best protect our Temple Israel family. We will have TI masks, to reasonably  

purchase, hand sanitizer to apply and posted signs to follow the processes to keep our families and friends safe and 

secure as we reopen to our prayerful activities. 
 

Our Board of Trustees and Committees continue to actively perform as much of their duties as possible, including 

holding virtual meetings and providing distance-based activities, during this challenging time. The Trustees are 

contacting our members as to their simchas and checking as to their needs to participate with our virtual classes 

and services. 
 

Your Ritual Committee, as led by Judi Chisdes, is actively preparing for our High Holidays, the Rabbi’s family 

vacation, and our reopening. Plates are spinning as I call this activity to bring our Congregation to meaningful 

prayer. 
 

MAGAL is on break for the summer but the Committee, led by Mollie Savage, is planning for fall classes. Be 

proud that our school is growing. 
 

Natan Brener’s Adult Education Committee is using innovative methods to provide opportunities for our learning 

and enjoyment. 
 

We have successfully received a grant for our security projects through the efforts of Safety and Security, as led 

by Michael Danoff. Expect upgrades to all doorways, and more cameras. 
 

Geanne Share, your Comptroller, made application for financial assistance for our operations affected by this 

COVID virus. We hope that there will soon be governmental supportive funding for our operations.  Adrian and 

Geanne Share have donated a camera for streaming from the chapel and an infrared thermometer to screen all   

attendees to our services.   
 

Reach Beyond Academy, a former tenant, has unfortunately dissolved its operations, but thoughtfully has left 

school supplies and cabinetry for our use. We continue to lease space to Trinity Church, Share the Care, and   

Temple Shir Shalom. 
 

Sisterhood, as led by Jennifer Schreiber and Cathy Swerdlow, continue with virtual programming. Men’s Club, led 

by Michael Danoff and David Magness are enjoying their virtual nights together. 
 

Our building and parking lot are being maintained and upgraded to our needs. With thanks to Holly and Mark  

Kluger, our exterior lighting has been brightened by new LEDS. 
 

Thank you for all of your Facebook and WhatsApp posts. Stay healthy! 
 

Bernie Kahn 

President 

Temple Israel 
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MAGAL SUMMER 2020 News! 

MAGAL 2020-2021 Registration is available now! 

tiflorida.org/magal-online-registration-form/ 

Join Rabbi Neely ’ s  Dungeons & Dragons GROUP! 

Email Rabbi Neely at rabbi@tiflorida.org to join the game! 

The Little Free Library needs supply donations.   

July is Paper Goods ( paper towels, toilet paper etc )  

August is Dry Goods ( pasta, rice, beans etc. )   

“One Call Now” 

Temple Israel is now using this message provider. Since i ts founding in 2005,                      

One Call Now  has grown to be America’s largest g roup messaging provider.                  

The company’s solutions equip organizations with fast,  reliable tools for sending alerts 

to many contacts at once across multiple devices,  including text message,            

phone call ,  and email .  

PLEASE KEEP AN EYE OUT—YOU WILL NEED TO OPT IN TO USE OUR 

TEXT MESSAGE SERVICE  
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Rabbi Neely’s Spectrum News 13 Interview with Tammie Fields, Reporter 

April 27, 2020,   

Today a reminder that no matter what we go through - we’re all one Florida. Rabbi Joshua Neely From 
Temple Israel in Winter Springs, shares how the corona-virus pandemic has helped them teach about the 
importance of sticking together. 

“Judaism really has emphasized the community being together and that no more so than during the holi-
day of Passover, the holiday of Pesach was built around the idea of families and friends coming together 
to celebrate the first Passover offering as we were about to experience our liberation from Egypt. So while 
there might be a slight parallel between the being in a home and avoiding the plague outside during that 
first Passover celebration. We were very much missing at this time of the year the usual camaraderie that 
we experience. I mean during our regular services, we usually have people of course throughout the 
sanctuary and there was a steady stream of people coming up and down from the bemah, the main plat-
form at the from of the sanctuary, people come to the Torah. We read, we chant, we stand, we sing, it’s 
an incredible performance! However, we don’t have that right now. We have a handful of volunteers who 
come in and help me lead the service and we stream through our live stream on our website and I have 
heard from countless congregants how important that has been for them. We can work together to over-
come all of this, and in fact, we only eventually overcome all of these problems when we do work together 
when we do recognize that the same origin that same spark of the divine that is in all of us.” 
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Jews in the Land of Disney: Meet a mainstay in the Jewish community-
May 8, 2020 

 
Dr. Bernie Kahn standing in front of his dental practice. 

Dr. Bernard Kahn is one of the 36 percent who call themselves native Floridians. Born in Orlando in 1951, Bernie has 
lived and worked in the Orlando area his entire life and has seen the growth of Orlando first hand. 

His family came from Germany. His grandfather, Richard Kahn, was a man of "means," who held multiple doctorates in 
economics, history and law. Around 1934, when he spoke out against the Nazi regime, he was arrested and thrown into 
prison. In prison he faked a heart attack, managing to escape from the ambulance that was transporting him to the     
hospital. From there he made his way to Czechoslovakia where he obtained a plane ticket to Argentina. Once he            
established himself, he sent passage for his entire family on a freighter that stopped in Baltimore, Maryland. Richard 
Kahn flew from Argentina to Baltimore where he was reunited with his family. Bernie's father, Wolf Kahn, was 14 years 
old when he got off the boat with his mother to rejoin his father. On the boat were his two uncles, grandmother, aunts, 
uncles and cousins. 

"My grandfather was quite a prolific man," said Bernie. "He was renown in the field of economics and he went to work for 
the United States government for the Department of Interior. He pretty much was responsible for the North Atlantic 
Fishing treaty, which is still in place today." 

Bernie's mother, Tybell, was a Wittenstein. They have been in the Orlando area since the early 1900s. The family fled 
southern Russia, (the Minsk area), to Spain where they made their way to Argentina. They were prolific farmers in the 
old country and established a farm in Argentina until they had successive years of drought. 

"I remember one relative tell me that the lack of water was caused by sabotage, which is why they came to the United 
States," Bernie said. 
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"Bernie graduated from Edgewater High School and went to Florida State University in Tallahassee where he      
received his undergraduate degree in micro-biology/predentistry. He then attended Emory University in Atlanta, 
where he graduated from dental school. 

Ending up in Pittsburgh, they met a neighbor in the apartment across the hall, the Shader family. They were     
farmers from Minsk also, and together the Wittensteins and Shaders fled the city in hopes of finding land that they 
could homestead down south. They ultimately came to Sanford by boat and took the train to Orlando where they 
managed to acquire land to establish their dairy farm. This was around the year 1912. Not only did they raise dairy 
cows but they planted orange trees in a grove that went from the western shores of Lake Silver to Orange Blossom 
Trail. Bernie's brother-in-law, Ben Shader, had a farm on the other side of OBT where WKMG television station is 
located. They eventually opened a business called College Park Dairy. 

When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, Bernie's father, Wolf, enlisted into the Army/Airforce at age 18. At that 
time the Army/Airforce was a combined entity, which didn't separate until 1947 after the National Security Act had 
passed. The act restructured the United States military to a form that still stands today. 

Wolf did his basic training in Miami and then was stationed in the Army/Airforce base that is now Baldwin Park. 
Because Wolf spoke fluent German, he became a counter espionage officer, where he would be introduced to the 
German submariner prisoners who were being held in Leesburg, Florida. He was passed off as a captured German 
submariner and would mingle with the prisoners where he would extract intelligence from the POWs. 

"In 1943 my father went to USO party where he met Tybell (Tybe) Wittenstien and as they say the rest is history," 
Bernie shared. 

"My mother went to Florida State University where she studied nutrition. She did her residency in her field in 
Philadelphia and when she returned home to Orlando she went to work for Orange Memorial Hospital as their first 
nutritionist." 

Wolf was an artist. One of his first jobs after the war was for Sears Roebuck in downtown Orlando. He then went to 
work for Ferelli's Jewelery store and began applying his creativity to jewelry designs. He eventually purchased a 
jewelry store, which became Wolf's Jewelry on Church Street. 

"They moved to Pine Street where my father operated a very successful business that eventually got into the          
engraving industry and trophies. He acquired Martin Marietta as an account where he engraved devices that are 
now somewhere in space." 

In 1969, Wolf's business hooked up with Disney and when they opened the park in 1971 Wolf became the jeweler for 
Disney. His main office moved to the Contemporary Hotel called "Kingdom Jewels." He had a jewelry store in     
Hawaiian Village and then later in downtown Disney. Eventually Wolf opened two more stores, one was on their 
ship, the Queen Elizabeth, and another opened at Disney in Anaheim, California. 

Anything that came through Disney that related to precious stones and metals, my father was involved in. The     
executives at Disney held him in high regard and he was included on many of their projects. He represented Disney 
in their negotiations in the Orient and France. 

"I had a free pass to Disney growing up and I enjoyed many afternoons and evening with friends at the park." 



8 

 

He met his first wife through friends at Camp Blue Star, N.C., and had two sons, Aaron and Philliip. About two 
years after his divorce, he met Valarie Cadwallader, to whom he was married for 32 years. Valarie passed away    
recently. 

"Out of dental school I had an associate-ship with Howard Oser. I went out on my own about a year later. My first 
solo practice was in downtown Orlando on Magnolia Avenue for approximately five years until I purchased the 
building I'm now in, which I opened in 1985 called Dental Associates of Maitland. My practice is located across 
from the Jewish Community Center, and is geared toward facial pain, therapy and restoration." 

 
Tybie and Wolf Kahn 

Bernie has been active in the American Dental Association since 1977 as well as serving in many positions with the 
Florida Dental Association and the Central District Dental Association. He's actively involved in the Dental Society 
of Greater Orlando serving as past president among many other roles within these organizations. 

Bernie also has been active with the Alpha Omega International Dental Fraternity and has held many positions over 
the years. Today he's on the foundation board and was an International Board member. 

"Living as long as one has in the Orlando area, I have seen the growth and development that came with Disney. My 
grandparents founded Ohev Shalom and my parents Temple Israel. The Jewish community today is spread out and 
is more diverse today than it was then." 

He continued, "I'm amazed at the amount of Israelis that are living in the area, and I appreciate the contributions 
they've made to Orlando Jewish culture." 
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August – December 2019 Donations 

April 2020 Donations 

ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
Donor    In Honor Of 
Elizabeth Lauren-Oser  Barbara Weinrich 
 
 

CEMETERY FUND 

Donor    In Honor Of 
Janet Fried   Ashley Jones 
Elizabeth Lauren-Oser  Dick Katz 
 
Donor    In Memory Of 
Sarabecca, Jason &  Scott Howard Gordon 
Scarlett  Rosier 
Laurence & Ellen Morrell  Dorothy Bornstein Morrell 
 
 

GENERAL FUND 

Donor    In Honor Of 
Mairym Viera 
Bijan & Andrea Ravinoff 
Linda Kwastel   Arlene van de Rijn 
Elizabeth Lauren-Oser  Lynn Fenster 
Naomi Hosid Williams  Helen Hosid 
 
Donor    In Memory Of 
Rita & Ronald Schonwetter  Phyllis Kamenoff 
Barbara & Chet Pecket  Phyllis Kamenoff 
Elaine & Robert Gamson  Phyllis Kamenoff 
Andrea Sperling   Phyllis Kamenoff 
Ruth Goldhar   Muriel Jacobson 
Joseph Hara Charitable  Anita & Joseph Hara                                                      
Trust  
David & Susan Newman  Morris Spector 
Ruth Donenfeld   Aaron Rubin 
Linda Kwastel   Bernie Kwastel 
Linda Kwastel   Estelle Hirsch 
Ruth Donenfeld   Christy Donenfeld 
   & Peggy Donenfeld 
Roberta Schreiber   Jay Schreiber 
Ruth Donenfeld   Joseph Goetz 
 
 

HAROLD & HANNAH ROSENBLUM EDUCATION FUND 
Donor    In Honor Of 
Ruth Goldhar   Cathy Swerdlow 
 
 

ONEG KIDDUSH FUND 
Donor    In Honor Of 
Bernie Kahn   Miriam Michelle Gil 
Monique Aristizabal  Rachelle Luciano 
Carol Albert   Judi Chisdes 
Carol Albert   Sarabecca Rosier 
 
Donor    In Memory Of 
Steven & Julie Zimmerman  Phyllis Kamenoff 
Sheila Behr   Phyllis Kamenoff 
Janice Smith   Phyllis Kamenoff 
Carol Albert   Eleanor Gordon Ross 
Valerie Gold Rios   Shirley Gold 
Ruth Goldhar   Joseph Lehman 
Wendy & Gerald Korman  Celia & Al Chernak 
   & Jean & Samuel Korman 

 
PRAYER BOOK FUNDS 
Donor    In Honor Of 
Cathy & David Swerdlow  Jonah Aaron Swerdlow, 
   Ethan Riley Swerdlow, 
   & Lev Tobias Noy 
 
Donor    In Memory Of 
Debbie Meitin & Larry  Phyllis Kamenoff                                        
Gutter  
Denise Reback   Rabbi Macklouf Britton 
Naomi Hosid Williams  Jack B. Hosid 
 
 

TORAH PRESERVATION FUND 

Donor    In Honor Of 
Barbara Weinrich 
 
Donor    In Memory Of 
Carol Albert   Michelle Bilsky’s mother 
Helen Hosid   Jack Hosid & Gertrude Hosid 
 
 

RABBI’S TZEDAKAH FUND 

Donor    In Honor Of 
Herb Ross 
Elizabeth Lauren-Oser  Rabbi Neely 
Alan & Marcia Leifer 
 
Donor    In Memory Of 
Susan & Jerry Roth  Nellie Roth 
Rosalind Baumstein  Jack, Roz, and Randie 
Susan & Jerry Roth  Marvin Roth 

GENERAL FUND 
Donor     In Honor Of 
Art Louv & Marci Kagan Louv Sofer on Site Int'l.  
 

CEMETERY FUND 

Donor     In Memory Of 
Jes & Etty Baru   Abrahm & Chaya Baru   

RABBI’S TZEDAKAH FUND 

Donor     In Memory Of 
Judith Cope   Her father, Ralph Meitin 
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1 Susan Lackman 12 Debra Michaud 25 Laura Magness 

6 Patty Rose 14 Mark Kluger 26 Elizabeth Herman 

6 David Fruchter 15 Lenore Roland 26 Meredith Magness 

7 Michael Buchberg 17 Penelope Neely 27 Jacob Gair 

8 Jocelyne Luck 20 Rhea Rein 27 Mike Cohen 

10 Jayden Aravjo 22 Sara Davis 29 Calvin Gordon 

12 Debra Winter 25 Deborah Meitin 30 Ilana Brener 

6 Tess Wise 11 Adam Magness 22 Sam Ihns 

6 Emma Kauffman 11 Fabienne Kaplan 23 Arlene Cotton 

8 Malka Webman 12 Renee Lewis 24 Ellie Silver 

9 Debby Vangrov 13 Kalista Rivera  25 Stephanie Brauner 

9 Natan Brener 15 Dara Cohen 25 Merle Feinberg  

9 Mollie Savage 19 Linda Kwastel 27 Fanny Sernik 

10 Jack Livingstone 20 Randy Jenkins 27 Ellen Morrell 

10 Jennifer Schreiber 21 Ellen Calish 27 Renato Capelletti  

10 Stephanie Golub 21 Jessica Alfonso 27 Gabriel Yopack  

1 Gary & Yang Berg  14 Mike & Joanna Cohen  

9 Abby & Darryl Hoffman  24 Bijan & Andrea Ravinoff  

10 Aristotle & Jocelyne Luck  25 Mardi & Mike Rosenfeld-Weiner  

13 Neil & Malka Brenner Webman  28 Winston & Charlotte Schwartz  

13 Laurence & Ellen Morrell  28 Amara & David Goldstein  

June Birthdays 

June Anniversaries 

July Birthdays 

July Anniversaries 

4 Matt & Olivia Gordon  7 Laurie & John Paul Feenburg  

5 Debra & David Markowitz  12 Cathy & David Swerdlow  

6 Robert & Eve Gassman  15 Natan & Emely Brener  
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