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Charades are remarkably revealing of  a culture’s underly-

ing attitudes and beliefs. If  I cover my eyes and pretend to 

hold a sword, many in the West would get the reference to 

justice. But why should justice be blind? If  I smile and put 

my hands behind my head with elbows spread, you’ll think 

I’m relaxing. But why should relaxing be doing nothing with my hands? If  I 

pretend to move my hands like those of  a clock, most would immediately 

guess time. But who says time is measured in ticks and tocks? In seconds and 

hours? The Torah never mentions such iron clad measures of  time. It speaks 

of  evening and morning. Of  the time for the offerings. Days, weeks, months 

and years. Seasons of  planting and gathering. Even when Rabbinic writings 

speak of  hours, they are speaking of  relative divisions of  daylight, not precise 

60 minute blocks of  time made of  3600 seconds. 

 

When our intuition is to treat time as something weighed and measured, we set 

ourselves apart from it. Time is hoarded and spent like cash under a mattress. 

We obsess over our rate of  return on our temporal investments. In truth, we 

are creatures of  eternity swimming in an ocean of  time. We treat all hours the 

same instead of  seeing in the cycles of  light and dark, hot and cold, life and 

death periods of  living that beg to be embraced uniquely. Like a parent who 

treats each child the same regardless of  their individual personality, we cheapen 

time when we act as though moments are interchangeable. 

 

As we count towards Shavuot, treasure each of  the days; they are not all the 

same. As we count up the years of  Israel, treasure the new moments of  its mi-

raculous existence; they are not all the same. As we glide in this sea of  time, 

treasure the moments you have been given; they are not all the same.  

L’Shalom 

Rabbi Joshua Neely  

From the Rabbi 
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 From the President 

 

May 2020 

 
I hope this note finds you, your family and friends well. As of this writing, I have lost 
two good friends to the COVID-19, their smiles, viewpoints and encouragement will be 
missed as their families mourn. 

I do not have to tell you that we have tremendous pressures associated with this        
distancing and barrier wearing. Our Passover Seders were so different but the messaging 
remained the same with the addition of this novel plague. We, as a people, and as a  
Congregation, repeat the history of freedom from slavery. Our hope is in the fact that 

God has our back while laughing at our plans. He lifts us up with encouragement just as He sets the stars in motion, 
allows the seas to roar, and stands us beside his pillar of support. 

 
I thank our active Executive Committee, Board of Trustees and committee members as they continue with the roles 
they have chosen. We are calling on members and marching along with the needs of our community. We thrive and 
grow as our message is extended to our community and beyond. We make every day and opportunity count as we 
Count the Omer toward Shavuos, interposed with the honoring of Yom HaShoah and Celebrating Israel’s              
Independence.  

 
The Ritual Committee and our Rabbi are to be commended for adapting to the role we have taken in providing virtual 
services. I have had pleasure the in helping lead and making announcements. We are adaptable to these forces of 
change and have extended our love for life over the internet. We have followers throughout our hemisphere! It is hard 
to  conceive but easy to believe. We have a message and extend it very well. 

 
We have had some physical plant issues that required attention - air conditioning and plumbing concerns. Such is life: 
if it is not the washer, it’s the water heater, my Mother would say.  We have had overhauls to some of our air            
conditioner units, all within normal wear and tear. We had a plumbing issue that had us believing that there was a    
water leak below the slab. In actuality, it was a running toilet that has been addressed and our foundation is secure,  
literally.  

 
With the turn down of the economy, many have watched their real and paper property change in value. 

We are secure where we stand, for now. If I only knew then what I know now. Our predecessors and advisers have 
positioned us well, as good Conservative Jews and investors can do.  I hope you are smiling with me. 

 
I was interviewed by member Ed Borowsky for an article in The Heritage. I spoke of my family in Old Orlando. For 
those of you young at heart, I hope it was a good read and you appreciated the photos, especially the one of me in my 
Temple Israel T-shirt. 

 
I look forward to our next Town Hall this June, a real adventure in the Novel environment.                                     
Stay safe and enjoy your kosher chicken soup with a matzoh ball or two. 

 
Best, 

 
Bernie 
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Easy Cheesecake Recipe 
“Fiddlin In The Kitchen” Cookbook 

Submitted by Roz Weinstein 
This cheesecake was a Sisterhood all time favorite on Eli Street… We used to 
make an ‘assembly line’ of  cheese cakes recalls Sandy Oser. 
24 ounces   cream cheese—room temperature 
8 ounces   cottage cheese 
1 1/2 cups   sugar 
4     eggs — lightly beaten 
3 tablespoons  cornstarch 
3 tablespoons  cake flour 
1 1/2 tablespoons lemon juice 
1 teaspoon   vanilla 
1/2 cup   butter or margarine — melted 
1 pint   sour cream 
CRUST  
1 1/2 cups   graham cracker crumbs 
1/3 cup   sugar 
1/3 cup   butter or margarine — melted 
GRAHAM CRACKER CRUST: 
You can make the following graham cracker crust first to put at bottom of  spring form pan: 
Mix all ingredients for the crust and press into the bottom of  a 9 inch greased spring form 
pan. Bake at 350  degrees F for 8 to 10 minutes; cool and fill. 
FILLING: 
In a large bowl, at high speed, beat cream cheese and cottage cheese until creamy. At high 
speed, gradually beat in sugar and eggs. At low speed, add  
cornstarch, flour, lemon juice and vanilla. Add butter or margarine and sour cream and beat 
just until smooth. Pour into pan and bake 1 hour and 10 minutes at 325 degrees F.  
TURN OVEN OFF AND LEAVE CAKE IN OVEN TWO MORE HOURS.  
Refrigerate and garnish.                                        Serving Size: 12  
    

“One Call Now” 

Temple Israel is now using this message provider. Since i ts founding in 2005,                      

One Call Now  has grown to be America’s largest g roup messaging provider.                  

The company’s solutions equip organizations with fast,  reliable tools for sending alerts 

to many contacts at once across multiple devices,  including text message,            

phone call ,  and email .  

PLEASE KEEP AN EYE OUT—YOU WILL NEED TO OPT IN TO USE OUR 

TEXT MESSAGE SERVICE  
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Counting the Omer: A Mindfulness Practice 

By Rabbi Yael Levy 
 

Each of  the seven weeks and each of  the 49 days has its own spiritual quality. 
Included here are intentions and suggestion for practices to help focus your 
attention each week.  

Notice what each day brings. Notice your responses and insights to the quali-
ties and how they feel in your body. Certain days or weeks might bring up dif-
ficult emotions. The practice is to be with them as best you can. 
You might want to make a note of  days that are particularly difficult or joyful 
to see if  you can discern a pattern that could be helpful to your self-
understanding. 
Be gentle with yourself  as you take this journey. It is a powerful practice that 
works on many layers of  consciousness and awareness. The mystics teach 

that our counting brings forth blessing and healing for all the world. 
Ken yihi ratzon. May it be so. 
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Quarantine has definitely taken my life for a turn. For 

what, I don’t know, but my experience has been one for 

the records. It started as just a school extension, then 

tutoring sessions were getting weirder, and then we had 

to have a talk. I was faced with either having a later Bat 

Mitzvah or having a quarantine style one. As I didn’t 

want to delay since I had worked hard for a year already, 

I decided to go on. I was only allowed to invite a few 

family members. I didn’t know what to expect. I couldn’t 

have a party with my friends or hug any family members. 

I thought it was going to be miserable. As I went into 

the Sanctuary for the Friday night service, I saw the 

most wonderful thing. Balloons were all over the place in 

the seats or members of  the congregation. Our friends, 

the Botwiniks, had organized this for me. I could already 

recognize some of  the families. Everyone was a part of  

it and of  course my siblings had fun making the balloons 

part of  the service. The next day, I felt a sense of  

determination. I wanted this to be the best Bat Mitzvah 

ever. As I reached the end of  my long Haftarah, I knew 

everything was going to be great. After that, I realized I 

was so lucky to have friends and family that cared about 

me. That is what made this the best Bat Mitzvah 

experience ever.  

 
Thank you.  
Abigail Katz 

Abigail Katz’s Bat Mitzvah March 27-28, 2020 
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May Birthdays 

April Anniversaries 

1 Scott Kramer 13 Eve Gassman 22 Edie Fenster 

3 Eden Marks 13 Lois Miller 23 Michele Borowsky 

3 Susan Morgan 15 Abby Hoffman 23 Cari Kramer 

4 Monica Goldman 16 Anne Botwinik 24 Rose Savage 

6 Steven Kluger 17 Richard Schwartz 25 Debra Markowitz 

7 Robin Katzman 18 David Bottomley 25 Roberta Schreiber 

7 Adrianna Garcia 19 Adrian Share 25 Doris Glasser 

8 Cynthia Cohen 19 Leah Golub 27 Nathan Kluger 

9 Stephen Albert 21 Zachary Brauner 30 Roberto Luciano 

9 Alicia Cline 22 Megan Silver   

11 Nicholas Buchberg 22 Winston Schwartz   

3 Michele & Ed Borowsky 17 Jennifer & Jeff Tabatabai 

3 Margaret & Albert Katz 19 Joan & Neil Okun 

5 Jessica & Brian Wolf 22 Barbara & Joe Ihns 

6 Amy & David Supraner 25 Rebecca & Sam Kauffman 

GENERAL FUND 

Donor    In Honor Of 

Art Louv & Marci Kagan Louv  Sofer on Site Int'l.  

 

CEMETERY FUND 

Donor    In Memory Of 

Ilene Stone   Sylvia Alterman Slayback   

 

 

March 2020 Donations  

When doing your online shopping on  

Amazon.com, please consider  

selecting  

Temple Israel on Amazon Smile 

ONEG KIDDUSH FUND 

Donor    In Memory Of   

Louis & Merle Feinberg  Millie Riner  

 

SAVAGE FAMILY CHAPEL FUND 

Donor    In Memory Of 

Karen & Mollie Savage  Fabienne Kaplan's mother 
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