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Warsaw;  April 19, 1943 by Binem Heller 
translated by Max Rosenfeld (abridged) 
  
Pesach has come to the Ghetto again. 
The wine has no grape, the matzah no grain. 
 But the people anew sing the wonders of  old, 

     The flight from the Pharaohs, so often retold. 
    How ancient the story, how old the refrain. 
    The windows are shuttered. The doors are concealed. 

     The Seder goes on. And fiction and fact are confused into one. 
     Which is myth? Which is real? 

    "Come all who are hungry!" invites the Haggadah. 
    The helpless, the aged, lie starving in fear. 

     "Come all who are hungry!" and children sleep, famished. 
     "Come all who are hungry!" and tables are bare. 

  
The first Pesach was celebrated while we were yet slaves in Egypt. The first Pesach in Israel, 40 years 
later, was celebrated with the country still unconquered and our foes massing against us. We have  
celebrated Passover while the Temple stood and while they were in ruins. We have celebrated while at 
peace and while at war. We have celebrated while hiding from the Inquisition. We have celebrated 
while lounging in the freedom and prosperity of  the United States. And, as the poem says, we have 
even celebrated in the ghettos of  World War II. 
  
Pesach is a time to celebrate freedom and God’s power of  redemption. If  we feel free at that  
moment, we revel in it. If  we feel oppressed, we draw strength. If  we feel redeemed, we share all we 
have with those still suffering. If  we feel like we are suffering, we share all we have too. Pesach forces 
us to admit that when any suffer, all suffer. Pesach teaches that even those who suffer have  
something to give others in pain: our compassion and comradeship. The miracle of  Pesach is a uni-
versal promise to humanity that God wants us to be free and redeemed but that it is up to us to rec-
ognize God’s miracles and be led out of  Egypt together. 
  
May we and all of  God’s children find strength and redemption together this Pesach. 
 

L’Shalom 

Rabbi Joshua Neely 

 

 

From the Rabbi 
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 From the President 

 

Dear Congregants, Family, and Friends- 
 
The only consistency in life is change. A microscopic particle, too small  
to be seen by the naked eye, has taken over the headlines of  our times.  
Who would have guessed that this viral contagion would have such a sudden 
and profound effect on our reality? But, truly, this plague is a repeat of   

many in the history of  life on Earth. That particle has spread around the  
globe to bring fear, disease and finality to too many. The officials,  
scientists, physicians, and industry leaders world-wide are joining as if  soldiers to produce a recovery 
 like none other. That is the significant difference to plagues of  the past:  because of  the speed of   
electrons, world leaders are communicating better than ever. We can hope that this plague will  
dissolve the hate of  the past as it is showing that communications and  
common good can operate together to conquer this enemy.  
 
Last month, we celebrated the Scroll of  Esther with readings, costumes, songs, a carnival, and a  
dinner with dancing. Volunteers from MAGAL, Ritual, and Membership brought smiles to our faces  
and cheer to our hearts as we clouded the name of  our enemy, Haman, the man of  power who  
Sought our defeat, with noise makers. This month we were to celebrate our deliverance from slavery,  
to journey Wacross the sea and camp for 40 years. We announce the plagues, sing our songs, and  
relive the experience through the  
Seder and worship. However, we have been limited but not defeated. We have adapted, profoundly, to  
the flow of  electrons by virtual services and kept to safe distances and washing, to heal the world, to  
defeat that viral particle. Many thanks to Rabbi Neely, the Ritual Committee and our  
Board of  Trustees for their efforts to enable us to celebrate and observe safely. 
 
From our Amidah, we recognize that God endowed us with wisdom, teaching insight to our fragile  
lives. Graciously, God endows with insight and discernment. Stay safe, wash hands, avoid touching  
your face, and keep your distance from one another. See you virtually! 
 
Best, 
Bernie 
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By: Alfred Lubrano  
The Philadelphia Inquirer 

Posted: March 24, 2020 - 9:02 AM 
 

“It’s a very big deal for us that the epidemic is occurring now,” said Benjamin Abella, 49, of Ardmore, an emergency 
doctor at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania who’s been fighting the disease daily. “Passover is one of the 
most deeply cherished Jewish events. But we’ll be lacking in-person connections with people this year.” 
 “This is going to be an emotional, extraordinary, and, yes, difficult Passover.” 
“A big one” 
The holiday has always enjoyed a high level of observance, said Laura Frank, a spokeswoman for the Jewish  
Federation of Greater Philadelphia, a nonprofit that helps the Jewish community. 
“This is a big one," said Frank, who added that typically, celebrants hold one or two nights of Seders.  
"But it’s not meant for people to flock to the synagogue like at Rosh Hashanah. It’s meant to be held at home,  
where you welcome others.” 
“To feel like we can’t easily access one another is incredibly jarring and painful for people,” said Rabbi Eric Yanoff,  
44, of Adath Israel Synagogue in Lower Merion, where Abella and his wife, Ursina Teitelbaum, 50, an oncologist at 
Penn, are part of the congregation. 
10 plagues 
As is the Jewish tradition, Seders are not just meals, but religious, intellectual salons, with emphasis on steeping  
youngsters in old values, while at the same time encouraging them to question everything they hear. 
Beyond that, said Abella, the emergency doctor, “deep in the cultural DNA of Judaism is the practice of turning any 
group event into a time of wrestling with current topics.” 
Connecting ancient stories and teachings with present-day events is expected. Thus, predicted Yanoff,  
Seder tables next month will reverberate with stories of the so-called 10 plagues, the last of which was a severe  
punishment from God to the Egyptians for enslaving the Israelites. 
On the night before the final plague, the stories go, God instructed the Israelites to shelter in their homes so he could 
strike down every first-born Egyptian, Yanoff said. 
“Gosh,” Abella surmised, “talk about relevant. At Passover Seders all over the world, the immediacy of this coronavi-
rus plague is not going to be lost on anybody.” 
For Alan Sheinberg, 74, of Holland, Bucks County, his Seder will likely not buzz with the varied opinions of a family 
gathering this year. Unable to attend the meal at his daughter’s house, as is custom, Sheinberg and his wife will huddle 
and tell the story of the Israelites. 
At the end of the Seder, Sheinberg said, “you’re supposed to say to everyone, ‘Next year in Jerusalem,’” a wish for all 
Jews to be together in the holy city. 
“But this time,” Sheinberg said, “my wife and I will say, ‘Next year, let’s all be together again.’”  

 

To Sell  Your Chametz: Please fill out the following form and email to rabbi@tiflorida.org and I will take care 

of everything from there. 

I, the undersigned, fully empower and permit Rabbi Joshua Neely to act on my behalf to sell all 

chametz possessed by me – knowingly or unknowingly – as defined by Torah and rabbinic law, 

and to lease all places wherein chametz owned may be found. This transaction will be in effect 

for the duration of Pesach, which this year begins with sundown of April 8 and runs through April 

16 until 3 stars appear. 

 

And to this I hereby affix my signature on this __[insert date]______day of__[insert month]

_______, in the year 2020. 

 

Name:                                                                  Address:  

 

https://www.inquirer.com/author/lubrano_alfred/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-ten-plagues/
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Who’s Who of  Heroines 

Passover… 

Shiphrah and Puah — The Conscientious Midwives: Pharaoh ordered them to 
kill every baby boy who emerged from his mother’s womb. The Midwives, though, 
answered to a higher authority; teaching we always have a choice. 
Yocheved — The Courageous Mother: She hid her baby, Moses, in defiance of  
Pharaoh’s decree. Then she placed him in a wicker basket and floated him among the 
reeds of  the Nile, showing courage and risk often pay off. 
Miriam — The Clever Sister: She watched the basket from afar. When Pharaoh’s 
daughter drew it out of  the water, Miriam ran to her and cleverly suggested the 
baby’s own mother as his nurse. She later kept the Israelites alive in the desert with  
water from her miraculous well. 
Bat-Paroh — The Defiant Daughter: The daughter of  Pharaoh defied her father’s 
decree and saved Moses. For this, she received the privilege of  giving Moses his 
name and she herself  received the name Bat-Yah (daughter of  Lord). 
Zipporah — The Determined Wife: The wife of  Moses circumcised their son 
Eleazar when Moses neglected to do so. Rabbis could have interpreted it any way 
they wished, but they chose to teach that God would have killed Moses had  
Zipporah not intervened. 
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April-July 2019 Donations 
 

ONEG KIDDUSH FUND 

Donor   In Memory Of 

Marjorie LeKach   Gitta Engel 

Chet & Irene Herman   Ruth Herman 

Barbara Weinrich   Phyllis Kamenoff 

Michelle Grumbles   Phyllis Kamenoff 

Lillian Tobias   Aaron Morris Zaritsky 

PRAYER BOOK FUNDS 

Donor   In Memory Of 

Fayge Cohen   Freddy Cohen 

Fayge Cohen   Melvin Siskind 

Ruth Donenfeld   Celia Rubin 

Dee Schwartz   Harold VanBaalen 

Dr. Malcolm & Marion Schwartz & Family Fred Cohen 

Susan Lackman   Valerie Kahn 

Roberta Schreiber   Barry Schreiber 

Barbara Weinrich   Valerie Kahn 

Howard & Pearl Lefkowitz   Ernest Lefkowitz 

Daughters of Abram   Abram Goldman 

Fred & Jill Meltzer   Rhoda & Marvin Meltzer 

Gerald Tannenbaum   Lois Tannenbaum 

Donor   In Honor Of 

Regina Hane 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 

Donor   In Memory Of 

Judith Cope   Bluma & Ralph Meitin 

Andrew & Emily Raij & Family   Brett Gorovsky 

SAVAGE FAMILY CHAPEL FUND 

Donor   In Memory Of 

Rose Savage, Karen Savage, Mollie Savage Gertrude Solomon 

TZEDAKAH FUND 

Donor   In Memory Of 

Malka & Neil Webman   Valerie Kahn 

Marc Greene   Marion Daitzman 

Judith Cope   Gordon Toll & William Toll 

Linda & Jarrod Zlatkiss   Phyllis Kamenoff 

Sandy Gillman   Marion Daitzman 

Donor   In Honor Of 

Emily Glickstein   Edith Fenster 

 

 

 

  

 

 

CEMETERY FUND 

Donor   In Memory Of 

Jessica Hack  Lillian & Murray Hack 

Stephanie Swoveland  Lillian & Murray Hack 

Jes Baru  Valerie Kahn 

Sarabecca Rosier  Sarah Rebecca Gordon 

Lois Shaevel  Robert Felck   

FRIENDS OF ETHAN GOLD CHILDRENS LIBRARY FUND 

Donor  In Honor Of 

Jill & Jay Gold   

GENERAL FUND 

Donor  In Honor Of 

Janet Horowitz & Sol Hermolin    

Daniel Wise    

Wanda Vargas 

Monica Goldman   Sara Goldman 

Mindy Klarman   Rabbi Neely 

Michele & Edward Borowsky    

Mildred Dawson  

Donor   In Memory Of 

Roberta Schreiber  Miriam Schreiber 

Denise & Clifford Reback  Morris Reback 

Ruth Donenfeld  Irving Donenfeld 

Susan Shapiro  Valerie Kahn 

Roberta Schreiber  Anne Hirshfield 

Eric Foxman  Miriam Foxman 

Robert Lille  Tille Lille 

Patty Rose  Miriam Rose 

Roberta Schreiber  Saul Schreiber 

William & Deborah Kelly  Phyllis Kamenoff 

Brenda Grossman  Phyllis Kamenoff 

Roz Fuchs  Phyllis Kamenoff 

Jes & Etty Baru  Phyllis Kamenoff 

Susan & Howard Pelteson  Phyllis Kamenoff    

ONEG KIDDUSH FUND 

Donor   In Honor Of 

Roberta Schreiber   Bat Mitzvah Anniversary 

Linda Kwastel   my birthday & Lea Ahlers   

Carol & Stephen Albert  

Lillian Tobias   Lev Tobias Noy 

Richard & Kristin Crane 

Bijan & Andrea Ravinoff 

Joel Perez 

 

    

When doing your online shopping on  

Amazon.com, please consider  

selecting  

Temple Israel on Amazon Smile 
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April Birthdays 

April Anniversaries 

2 Etty Baru 11 Rosalind Weinstein 21 Jill Gold 

2 Sue Tatum 11 Max Ihns 22 Sam Kaufman 

2 Jeremy Brauner 12 Darryl Hoffman 24 Rebecca Katz 

7 Emily Raij 15 Claudia Danoff 25 Albert Katz 

7 Craig Golub 19 Rabbi Joshua Neely 30 Sheri  Stearns 

8 Andrew Shapiro 20 Hannah Neely 30 Geanne Share 

9 Bernie Kahn 21 Jeff Tabatabai   

RABBI’S TZEDAKAH FUND 

Donor   In Memory Of 

Nancy & Dick Katz  Mollie Riner  

Donor   In Honor Of 

Robert & Marjorie Worman Larry Richman's birthday  

Jose Hane  

ONEG KIDDUSH FUND 

Donor    

Wanda Vargas  

YOUTH PROGRAMMING   

Donor   In Honor Of 

Stephanie Brauner  Jewish Yoga 

Suzanne Raymond  Abigail Rose Katz's Bat Mitzvah  

 

8 Ed & Ellen Calish 16 Charles & Edith Schulman 

12 Harold & Carol Plessner 18 Laura & David Magness 

16 Jo Ann & Stuart Farb   

CEMETERY FUND 

Donor   In Memory Of 

Sarabecca, Jason &   Jacob George Gordon  & Esther Gordon     

Scarlett Rosier   

Rita Coenson  William Cassel and Martin Coenson 

FRIENDS OF ETHAN GOLD CHILDREN’S LIBRARY FUND 

Donor   In Memory Of 

Lenore Roland  David Richman  

MARLENE A DAVIS ART EDUCATION FUND 

Donor   In Memory Of 

Claire Shaby  George Sternberg  

 

February 2020 Donations 

Beit Hillel holds that: "If you put hand sanitizer on your doorpost 

this Pesach, the coronavirus plague will pass over the Jewish homes". 
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